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Het Nieuwe Instituut presents at the 16th International Architecture Exhibition - La Biennale 
di Venezia the Dutch contribution titled WORK, BODY, LEISURE. In this exhibition, curated 
by architect and researcher Marina Otero Verzier, the 2018 Dutch Pavilion addresses the 
spatial configurations, living conditions and notions of the human body engendered by 
disruptive changes in labor ethos and conditions. The project seeks to foster new forms of 
creativity and responsibility within the architectural field in response to emerging 
technologies of automation.  
 
From New Babylon to Rotterdam Harbour  
The Netherlands is, arguably, a testing ground where the future of labor has been and 
continues to be reimagined. The work of Dutch architect and artist Constant Nieuwenhuys 
has been a particular trigger for this conversation. In Constant’s New Babylon (1956–74) - 
an architectural paradigm of free space and leisure afforded by automation - society 
devotes its energy to creativity and play, and individuals can design their own environments. 
‘Automation is a material condition and achievable’, Constant claimed in May 1980 in a 
lecture at the Faculty of Architecture of TU Delft. More than thirty years on, an architecture 
of full automation is currently being implemented in the city of Rotterdam, from the self-
managed logistical infrastructures of the port to the logic and relations that define the 
physical and social landscape of the city, and across agricultural clusters in the 
Netherlands. Reflecting on a spectrum of theoretical viewpoints, including New Babylon’s 
initial proposal for a leisure-oriented society liberated from the bondage of labor; the recent 
techno-optimistic premise that full automation will bring increasing bounty and luxury; and 
the dystopian forecast of rampant, machine-abetted human unemployment and inequality, 
WORK, BODY, LEISURE claims that these visions are already shaping contemporary labor 
structures and, ultimately, our capacity to redesign them according to a different set of 
ethical principles. 
 
Collaborative research  



The project builds upon Automated Landscapes, a long-term collaborative research 
initiative on the implications of automation for the built environment, launched by Het 
Nieuwe Instituut in 2017. Marina Otero Verzier has invited a group of architects, designers, 
historians and theorists, whose work is a reference for a critical understanding of emerging 
technologies of automation, and their spatial implications. Each of the contributors will 
conceive an intervention as part of the collective exhibition and will be in dialogue with the 
projects developed as part of the extended program. Curator and radio host Amal Alhaag 
will address, in collaboration with The Research Center for Material Culture (RCMC), 
technologies of the body and how these are informed by the concept of the cyborg, 
enslaved and ethnographic body. Architectural historian and theorist Beatriz Colomina will 
reexamine the bed as a unique horizontal architecture in the age of social media, and will 
look at its use as a workspace that transforms labor. Architects and researchers Marten 
Kuijpers and Victor Muñoz Sanz will explore the architecture of full automation in the city 
of Rotterdam and across agricultural clusters in the Netherlands, jointly with Het Nieuwe 
Instituut and TU Delft. Designer and researcher Simone C. Niquille will unravel the 
parameters embedded in design software shaping contemporary work spaces and bodies 
optimised for efficiency, ergonomics and human/machine interactions. And architecture 
historian and theorist Mark Wigley, will revisit New Babylon by Constant Nieuwenhuys, and 
discuss its proposal for an alternate architecture and an alternate society in which human 
labor is rendered superfluous.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Additional information  
 

● Extended program 
Het Nieuwe Instituut and Creative Industries Fund NL jointly organized an Open Call to 
engage researchers and practitioners in the development and dissemination of 
unconventional, critical ideas in the context of WORK, BODY, LEISURE. The selected 
proposals are The Institute of Patent Infringement by architects and researchers Matthew 
Stewart and Jane Chew, The Port and the Fall of Icarus by Northscapes Collective 
(Hamed Khosravi, Taneha K. Bacchin and Filippo laFleur), Songs for Hard Working 
People by a multidisciplinary team lead by Noam Toran, Shore Leaves by Giuditta 
Vendrame, Paolo Patelli and Giulio Squillacciotti and Renderlands: Installation by Liam 
Young. In conversation with the curatorial team, the five projects will be presented in Venice 
and other locations.  

● Outside the Box 
In response to this years’ Biennale Architettura’s general theme 'Freespace', the Belgian, 
Dutch and Spanish pavilions teams launched a joint Open Call fostering collaboration, 
knowledge sharing and solidarity across borders. The winning entry, 'Europa' by CENTRAL 
office for architecture and urbanism, will be presented on May 26 during the official opening 
of the Biennale Architettura 2018.  
 

● 31 March:  Automated Landscapes at Art Basel in Hong Kong. 
A conversation and film screening exploring the emerging architectures and urbanisms of 
automated labor in the Pearl River Delta region, and focusing on present-day case studies 
of automated manufacturing, logistics and supply chain infrastructures. With Marina Otero 
Verzier, Marten Kuijpers, Merve Bedir Aric Chen, Marisa Yiu. Film by Lichun Tseng.  

 



● 26 April: They Invented a New Machine….Thursday Night Live! at Het Nieuwe 
Instituut  

An evening about the technologies and imaginaries of automation, with the teams selected 
through the Open Call for the Extended Program of the Dutch Pavilion at the Biennale 
Architettura 2018, jointly organized by Het Nieuwe Instituut and Creative Industries Fund 
NL. The event will be moderated by Willem Schinkel. 

● The Institute of Patent Infringement  
As part of the Extended Program of the Dutch Pavilion of the Biennale Architettura 2018, the 
Institute of Patent Infringement is launching an Open Call encouraging students, architects, 
urban planners, designers, artists, programmers and others interested to ‘reimagine, infringe 
and hack existing Amazon patents’. Deadline for submissions is midnight (GMT) 16th April 
2018.  
 

● Publication  
Published in conjunction with the Dutch Pavilion at the 16th International Architecture 
Exhibition, the publication Work, Body, Leisure reflects upon urban developments in which 
automated labor and leisure coalesce, addresses the ways in which evolving notions of 
labor have categorized and defined bodies at particular moments in time, and discusses the 
legal, cultural, and technical infrastructures that enable their exploitation. With contributions 
by Amal Alhaag, AMO, Pier Vittorio Aureli and Maria Shéhérazade Giudici, Jonathan Beller, 
Beatriz Colomina, Silvia Federici, Ayesha Hameed, Femke Herregraven, Het Nieuwe 
Instituut, Markus Krajewski, Egbert Alejandro Martina, Francesco Marullo, Victor Muñoz 
Sanz, Constant Nieuwenhuys, Simone C. Niquille, Henk Ovink, Marina Otero Verzier, Paul B. 
Preciado, Manuel Shvartzberg Carrió, Ekim Tan, Nathalie de Vries, Mark Wigley, Annemarie 
de Wildt, Marina van Zuylen. Editor: Marina Otero Verzier; Managing Editor: Nick Axel; 
Graphic Design: Hans Gremmen. 
Published by Het Nieuwe Instituut and Hatje Cantz Verlag GmbH; English edition, 320 
pages, 217 illustrations. 
 
Read more about the team of WORK, BODY, LEISURE on the website of Het Nieuwe 
Instituut: https://work-body-leisure.hetnieuweinstituut.nl 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Editor’s Note 
If you would like to receive a press kit with bios, abstracts from the publication and 
copyright cleared images, or to request interviews, please contact Eveline Mulckhuyse or 
Christiane Bosman: e.mulckhuyse@hetnieuweinstituut.nl and 
c.bosman@hetnieuweinstituut.nl 
 
The press preview is on Thursday 24 May and Friday 25 May 2018. For accreditation and 
more information: e.mulckhuyse@hetnieuweinstituut.nl and 
c.bosman@hetnieuweinstituut.nl. 
 
 
 
 



 


